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WELCOME!

We are excited to introduce
our first edition of the
American Sign Language
Studies Newsletter! As a hub
for our current students and
esteemed alumni, this
newsletter aims to connect,
inform, and celebrate our
vibrant ASL community!

Warmly,

Linda Pelletier, PhD
ASL Studies Major Coordinator &
Advisor

Raquel Gleicher, M.A. Candidate
ASL Studies Major Newsletter Editor &
Intern




ASL STUDIES NEWS

ASL COMMUNITY HOUSING WINTER SIGN IN JAMAICA

We are de|ighted to celebrate our MONTEGO BAY JAMAICA - EARN 3 CREDITS

second year of ASL Community Engage with the Jamaican Deaf
Housing! Community through American Sign

Language (ASL) and Jamaican Sign
An accessible living community open Language (JSL).

to Deaf, DeafBlind, hard-of-hearing e One week program
students, and American Sign e Prerequisite: ASLN 1103

Language users! . .
ShiCle For more information

ASL Housing Features: @ Prof. Dostql, hqnnah.dostql@uconn.edu
e Located in Alumni Quad, near the Prof. Pelletier, linda.pelletier@uconn.edu
center of campus
e Participate in ASL commmunity and
social events
e Receive regular updates about the
Connecticut Deaf community

For more information

@ uconn.asl.community@gmail.com WELCOME OUR INTERN

Raquel Gleicher
For accessibility related inquires o e I e
: : ... e Hey Folks! | am a CODA
@ uconn.asl.community@gmail.com : . - (Child of Deaf Adults) from
: : ~the DC-MD area. Being a
CODA has cultivated my
passion for people and
minimizing barriers in
communication.
| am pursuing a Master’s in Higher Education and
Student Affairs (HESA) at UConn. | believe that
Higher Ed should empower emerging adults to
develop their own sense of identity & unlock their
tremendous potential! Aside from being a
scholar-practitioner, | am a lifelong learner of
tarot, astrology and meditative practices.




MEET THE FACULTY

Classes I'm Teaching: LING 2850 Introduction to Sociolinguistics in
Deaf Communities; ASLN/LING 3800 Structure of American Sign
Language

Why Teach ASL Linguistics: | have been fascinated by ASL
linguistics for decades, and continue to enjoy learning new things
about this field and sharing them with students.

Favorite TV/Movie: Star Wars (the original, Episode IV, A New Hope)

-

Dr. Diane Lilo-Martin

She/Her/Hers Quote You Live By: ‘Go outside’ and ‘It isn’'t that hard’

Classes I'm Teaching: ASLN 2500 Introduction to Professional

Interpreting, 2600 Process of Interpreting, 2700 Interpreting in

Various Settings, 2800 Consecutive Interpreting

Why Teach Interpreting: | am able to combine both passions,

teaching and interpreting.

» Favorite TV/Movie: Love is Never Silent

Dr. Lindd.PeIIetier Quote You Live By: “The woods would be very silent if no birds sang
She/Her/Hers there except those that sang best” - Henry Van Dyke

Classes I'm Teaching: ASL 1,2, 5, 6

Why Teach ASL: | have a passion for teaching while putting smiles

on students’ faces

Favorite TV/Movie: Anything sports related on TV/"The Godfather"

Quote You Live By: "When life throws you curveballs, grab a bat
TR and swing."

Mike Schlang

He/Him/His

Classes I'm Teaching: ASL1& 3

Why Teach ASL: Teaching lets me be creative and | love seeing
how students’ perceptions of the Deaf commmunity change.
Favorite TV/Movie: Romeo & Juliet

Pt Quote You Live By: “Always keep a positive attitude in everything
“ you do.”
Colleen Shaw
She/Her/Hers



ALUMNI CORNER

Madison Asch
2023 Graduate

WHERE ARE YOU NOW?

| am currently located in Midland Park, NJ
working for Bergen County Special Services
in the SHIP program. | am currently a
Teaching Assistant 1:1.

HOW HAS YOUR ASL DEGREE BEEN
INSTRUMENTAL IN YOUR JOURNEY?

My degree has opened up my eyes to what
my true passions are. | originally thought |
wanted to be an audiologist because |
wanted to help families through their
journey with their deaf child. | have realized
that this is such a small part of the career
and really | wanted to develop a relationship
with these children to help them succeed
and grow. ASL is a huge passion of mine and
now that | am in a classroom with deaf and
Deaf students, I've realized this is where I'm
truly happiest. | would've never realized how
important deaf education was to this
community without my ASL degree. | am
now able to communicate with these
students in the classroom in ASL and it truly
makes me feel at home, and excited to go to
work every day.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR CURRENT
STUDENTS?

My advice to ASL students would be to use
the language every day. After | graduated |
hadn't used the language until | started my
job. My skills were not where they were after
finishing my degree, and it is something | do
regret.

Parker Packekonis
2023 Graduate

WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
I'm currently located in Minneapolis,
Minnesota and | am a Tax Account

HOW HAS YOUR ASL DEGREE BEEN
INSTRUMENTAL IN YOUR JOURNEY?

My degree has been instrumental in my
journey because it has really helped me see
and acknowledge different perspectives. It
has also helped improve leadership skills, as
| was given the opportunity to be an IA and
IA coordinator for two years.

WHAT ADVICE DO YOU HAVE FOR CURRENT
STUDENTS?

Don't just learn the language. Try to involve
yourself in the local Deaf community and
appreciate those who welcome you into
their culture.




IN COMMUNITY

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
* COMING SOON *
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Do you have an achievement, project, or
story you would like to share with the
UConn ASL Studies community?

Submit an entry to our Student Spotlight
Series using the QR code or link:
https://forms.gle/CWrtwlsV987d9fku6

LOOKING TO BE FEATURED IN ALUMNI
CORNER?

Complete the post-graduation alumni
survey or email Linda Pelletier for more
details

@ linda.pelletier@uconn.edu

STAY CONNECTED
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR LISTSERV

UCONN ASL STUDIES-L

We have set up a Listserv to communicate
with current students and alumni. In
Spring 2024, UConn will be transitioning
away from Gmail as our primary email
provider. To ensure you can continue to
receive important updates and stay
connected, we strongly recommend you
provide an alternative email address.

To add an alternative email to our listserv
please...
1. Email listserv@listserv.uconn.edu from
the desired email account
2. Leave subject title empty
3. Body of the email: “Subscribe
UCONN_ASL_STUDIES-L [Your Name]”
4. Send!

If you encounter any difficulties please
email raquel.gleicher@uconn.edu
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https://forms.gle/CWrtw1sV98Zd9fKu6
https://listserv.uconn.edu/

THANKYOU

October 2023

This marks the conclusion of our
Ist Annual ASL Newsletter! We are
delighted to recap our annual
progress, highlighting the ongoing
initiatives like ASL Community
Housing, the Winter Sign trip in
Jamaica, and the introduction of
new team members. Our alumni's
achievements serve as a constant
reminder of our passion for our
work.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude
to you for being an integral part of
our community. Your support is
our driving force, propelling us
toward a brighter future.

Stay tuned for our next newsletter.

Huskies Forever! @

Linda Pelletier, Phd
ASL Studies Major Coordinator &
Advisor

Raquel Gleicher, M.A. Candidate
ASL Studies Major Newsletter
Editor & Intern




